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The  purpose  of  this  publication  is  to  describe  the  facilities, 
resources,  and  services  of  the  San  Francisco  Public  Library  by 
Supervisorial  District.  It  is  intended  to  be  useful  to  the  District 
Supervisors  and  their  staff  aides,  to  the  Mayor's  Office,  and  to 
other  city  departments . 

The  Library,  a  Department  of  the  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco, 
is  governed  by  a  seven-member  Library  Commission  appointed  by  the 
Mayor  to  four-year  terms.    The  Library  Commission  establishes  policy  - 
and  appoints  the  City  Librarian.    It  meets  the  first  Tuesday  of  every 
month.    Participation  by  the  public  in  these  meetings  is  welcome. 
Information  about  the  time  and  place  of  Commission  meetings  can  be 
obtained  by  calling  558-3031. 

Good  public  library  services,  freely  and  conveniently  available, 
contribute  a  great  deal  to  the  quality  of  life  in  San  Francisco.  The 
26  neighborhood  branch  libraries  are  well  distributed  throughout  the 
Supervisorial  District,  and  no  resident  is  more  than  a  mile  away  from 
one  of  the  libraries  in  the  system. 

These  libraries  mean  many  different  things  to  different  people. 
They  offer  something  of  value  to  almost  everyone:  the  young  and  the 
old;  the  poor,  the  middle-class,  and  the  affluent;  and  to  persons  of 
all  ethnic  and  minority  groups.  The  library  is  also  making  good 
progress  in  serving  the  blind  or  visually  handicapped,  the  deaf,  and 
the  physically  handicapped.  Branch  libraries  also  help  add  stability 
and  a  sense  of  identity  to  the  neighborhoods  they  serve. 

Branch  libraries  are  not  miniature  versions  of  the  main  library, 
nor  are  they  produced  from  a  standard  blueprint.    They  add  to  the 
characteristics  of  the  local  community  and  they  absorb  into  their 
design  the  needs  and  interests  of  those  who  use  them.  Western 
Addition  Branch  has  an  excellent  collection  of  Japanese  language 
materials,  Mission  Branch  provides  Hispanic  language  materials,  and 
the  Chinatown  Branch,  of  course,  has  the  largest  collection  of  Chinese 
reading  materials  in  the  city. 

Other  neighborhood  libraries  also  offer  special  emphasis  in 
developing  their  collections.    Waden  Branch  features  Black  literature 
and  maintains  a  clipping  information  service  on  city  developments  of 
interest  to  Black  users.    Potrero  Branch  has  developed  a  notable  art 
collection  as  a  result  of  their  participation  in  the  area's  annual 
art  show. 

The  Presidio  Branch  is  now  being  developed  as  the  audio-visual 
communications  center  for  the  entire  library  system.    It  provides 
videotapes,  films,  captioned  films  for  the  deaf  and  special  materials 
for  the  blind  and  visually  handicapped.    In  addition,  Presidio  houses 
the  Archives  for  the  Performing  Arts  which  has  an  extensive  collection 
of  books,  periodicals,  clippings,  ephemera,  and  memorabilia  on  the 
theater,  opera  and  dance  in  San  Francisco  and  the  bay  area. 

A  special  note  should  be  made  of  District  6  and  11  each  of  which 
has  only  one  branch  library  within  its  boundaries.    In  the  case  of 
District  11  Sunset  is  the  second  busiest  branch  in  the  system  and  has 
an  attractive  separate  children's  room.    It  serves  as  a  cluster  library 
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and  reaches  out  to  the  Ortega,  Parkside,  West  Portal,  Merced,  Ingleside, 
and  Ocean  View  branches  as  satellites  of  the  cluster.    In  addition  it 
is  estimated  that  50%  of  the  use  of  Ortega  Branch  at  3223  Ortega  Street, 
is  made  by  residents  of  District  11.    In  the  case  of  District  6  Mission 
Branch  is  a  large,  busy  facility  which  acts  as  a  cluster  branch  for 
Eureka  Valley,  Noe  Valley,  Potrero,  and  Bernal  branches.    Residents  in 
the  nothern  end  of  Supervisorial  District  6  use  both  Eureka  Valley 
Branch  and  the  Main  Library. 

All  of  the  branches  provide  staff  members  who  are  competent  in 
providing  materials  and  services  to  children  and  to  adults.    All  offer 
programs  with  a  wide  range  of  appeal  to  community  residents.  Together, 
the  main  library  and  the  branches  sponsored  or  conducted  789  public 
programs  attended  by  31,184  adults  last  year.    In  the  same  year, 
73,842  children  participated  in  such  library  activities  as  story  hours, 
bedtime  story  hours  for  preschool  age  children,  puppet  shows,  pantomime 
and  media  programs.    Dial-a-Story  (626-6516)  is  continuously  available 
throughout  the  year  with  new  three-minute  stories  presented  weekly. 
Programs  for  adults  having  an  identifiable  special  interest  to  ethnic 
minorities  were  presented  last  year  as  follows:    18  Black,  7  Native 
American,  33  Chinese,  8  Japanese  and  15  Hispanic. 

The  main  library  in  the  Civic  Center  serves  as  the  central  point 
for  administration,  personnel,  public  information,  maintenance  and 
repair,  and  the  ordering  and  processing  of  books  and  other  library 
materials  for  the  entire  library  system.    Its  collections  provide 
specialized  or  expensive  materials  not  found  in  the  smaller,  more 
popular  collections  in  the  branch  libraries.    A  schedule  of  four 
deliveries  per  week  makes  materials  conveniently  available  to  branch 
users  throughout  the  city. 

The  main  library  has  nine  major  departments:    General  Reference, 
Art  &  Music,  Science  &  Documents,  Literature  &  Philosophy,  History  & 
Social  Science,  San  Francisco  History,  Special  Collections,  Newspapers, 
and  Periodicals.    It  also  has  a  large  central  Children's  Room  housing 
materials  for  children  and  for  parents  and  other  adults  concerned  with 
children. 

Department  collections  may  be  considered  equivalent  to  an  under- 
graduate academic  library  in  scope  and  depth.    Some.,  such  as  the  San 
Francisco  History  Department,  the  city  archives,  genealogy,  and  parts 
of  the  Special  Collections  would  support  original  research  at  the 
post-graduate  level.    The  popular  library  in  the  main  building  serves 
as  a  branch  library  for  the  Civic  Center  and  Tenderloin  areas. 

Other  features  of  the  main  library  include:    two  meeting  rooms 
with  a  capacity  of  80  and  125;  the  Bay  Area  Reference  Center  (BARC) 
serving  45  nothern  California  libraries  as  a  back-up  resource  for 
reference  and  research;  exhibit  areas  on  both  the  second  and  third 
floors;  and  public  telephones  and  coin-operated  photocopy  machines 
and  typewriters. 

One  of  the  busiest  Departments  of  the  main  library  is  the  Business 
Branch  at  530  Kearny  Street.    (558-3946)    This  Department  provides 
business,  industry,  small  investors,  and  students  with  a  wide  range  of 
economic  data,  commercial  and  government  services,  directories,  and 
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annual  reports.    Both  the  Business  Branch  and  the  General  Reference 
Department  (558-3191)  will  answer  telephone  inquiries. 

The  attached  charts  shows  selected  statistical  data  for  the 
neighborhood  branch  libraries.    Additional  information  may  be  obtained 
from  the  City  Librarian's  Office  (558-4235). 
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District  1 


Vol. 


Date        Pop.  Pub.  ser.         Vol.  in    added  Loans 

opened      Ser.  area (sq.ft.)     Coll.       '76/77  '76/77 

Anza  Branch  1932        31,000        3,900  25,951     1,384  71,669 

550  37th  Avenue 

752-1960 

it.  Ysturiz,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #2 

Richmond  Branch  1914        45,000        5,800  29,681     2,009  199,538 

351  9th  Avenue 

752-1240 

(Cluster  Head) 

I.  Laye,  Br.  Libn. 

Muni  #2,  10,  38 


Total ,  District  1 


76,000  9,700 


55,632        3,393  271 ,207 


*Golden  Gate  Valley 
1801  Green  Street 
346-9273 

B.  Schwabacher,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #41,  45 


District  2 
1918        26,000  3,072 


Carina  Branch 
Chestnut  near  Webster 
346-9336    (Cluster  Head) 

F.  Lee,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #22,  30 

Presidio  Branch 
Communi cations  Center 
3 1 bO  Sacramento  Street 
346-9411 

G.  Hooper,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #1,  24,  55 


1954        24,000  3,555 


1921 


15,000  5,073 


26,157        1  ,345    81  ,523 


24,537        1  ,419  112,831 


26,987        1  ,431  66,135 


Total,  District  2 
*Meeting  Room 


65,000  11,700 


77,681 


4,195  260,489 


District  3 


^Chinatown  Branch 
1135  Powell  Street 

939-6770 

S.  Chan,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni,  Cable  Car,  #30 

North  Beach  Branch 
2000  Mason  Street 
301-9473 

R.  Raphael,  Br.  Libn. 

;iuni  #30,  41 

Business  Branch 


Date  Pop. 
opened  ser. 


1921 


1959 


Pub. ser. 
area9sg.ft.) 


33,000  3,220 


18,000  3,000 


Vol.  in 
Coll. 

25,485 


Vol. 

added  Loans 
'76/77'76/77 

1,484  121,569 


24,269        1,428  73,048 


Total  District  3 


51,000  6,220 


49,754        2,912  194,617 


Western  Addition  3ranch 
1550  Scott  Street 
346-9531 

W.  Stanton,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #24,  38 

?iain  Library  


1966 


District 


26,000  6,500 


32,392        1,566  50,373 


Eureka  Valley  Branch 
3555  16th  Street 
626-1132 

F.  Mclnnis,  Br.  Libn 
Muni  #8 

*Noe  Valley  Branch 
451  Jersey  Street 
285-2788 

M.  Wyatt,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #11,  24 

*Park  Branch 


1961 


1909 


1833  Page  Street 
752-4620 

N.  Kellum  Rose,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #7,  71,  72 


District  5 
36,000  3.170 


1916        32,000  3,020 


29,000  3,325 


29,987        1,472  73,633 


15,925        1,293  53,746 


24,546        1,100  36,745 


Total,  District  5  87,000     10,055  70,458        3,855  154,124 

♦Meeting  Room 


District  6 


Vol. 

Date       Pop.        Pub.  ser.  Vol. in       added  Loans 

opened     served     area(sq.ft.)       coll .  '76/77*76/77 

Mission  -3 ranch  1916        36,000     5,366  31,019        1  ,618  86,430 

3359  24th  Street 

324-2810    (Cluster  Head) 

W.  Laughrey,  Br.  Libn. 

Muni  #9,  12,  14,  35,  26 

Bart:  24th  St. 

_  Di  strict  7  .  .        [      '_ . 

*Potrero  Branch  1951        19,000     2,726  19,271        733  23,530 

1616  20th  Street 
205-3022 

R.  Shouse,  Or.  Libn. 
Muni,  #27,  53 

*Waden  0 ranch  1969        28,000     4,423  27,837        1,378  17,069 

5075  3rd  Street 
460-1323 

J.  Walton,  Sr.  Libn. 
Muni,  #15,  51 

Total,  District  7  30,000     7,149  47,150        2,161  41,449 

District  8 

♦Excelsior  Branch  1967        35,000     7,000  35,641        1,729  105,470 

4400  Mission  Street 
536-4075   (Cluster  Head) 
J.  Sugg,  3r.  Libn. 
Muni,  #12,  14,  51,  52 

Porto  I  a  Branch  rental     13,100     1  ,210  10,270        006  24,587 

2434  San  Fruno  Avenue 

463-2232 

K.  Wehner,  Dr.  Libn. 
Muni,  #  30X,  51 

Visitacion  Valley  Branch 

45  Laleand  Avenue  rental     18,000     2,250  15,643        734  26,072 

Total,  District  0  66,000     10,460  69,554        3,319  156,157 


*  Mheting  Room 


District  9 

Vol 

Date       Pop.        Pub.  Ser.         Vol.  in     added  Loans 

opened     Ser.        area  (sq.ft.)    Coll .        '76/77  '76/77 

♦Eternal  Branch  1940        17,000     3,153  22,313         379  20,041 

513  Cortland  Avenue 

235-1744 

R.  Maginnis,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #10 


Glen  Park 

2842  Diamond  Street 
536-4144 

B.  Siedhoff,  Br.  Libn 
Muni  #10,26,44 
Bart:    Glen  Park 

Ocean  View 

111  Broad  Street 

536-4193 

J.  Jackson,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  M,  #31 


Rental       9,000  1,300 


Rental 


;,300 


575 


13,570 


10,202 


707  29,060 


710  79875 


Total  District  9 
fleeting  Room 


Ingleside  Branch 
337  Ashton  Avenue 
536-4156 

L.  Santoro,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  K 

Merced  Branch 

155  Winston  Avenue 

536-4246 

J.  Coll,  3r.  Libn. 
Muni  #17,13,23,  M 

Parkside  Branch 
1200  Taravel  Street 

556-4647 

D.  Richard,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  L 

West  Portal  Branch 
190  Lenox  Way 

556-4534 

K.  Roberts,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  K,L,M,#17 

Ortega  Branch 
3223  Ortega  Street 
631-1848 

V.  Cullen,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  #72 


34,000  5,023 

District  10 
Rental     15,000  1,237 


1953 


1951 


1939 


1956 


23,000  3,361 


23,000  4,270 


23,000  3,300 


29,000  3,532 


46,165       2,384  65,776 


16,693 


324  15,345 


26,722       1,604  94,166 


24,546       1,100  104,590 


23,371       1,723  138,439 


28,131       1,486  34,717 


Total  District  10 


118,000  16,200 


124,463       6,742  437,357 


District  11 

Vol. 

Date        Pop.        Pub.  Ser.         Vol.  in     added  Loans 

opened     Ser.        area  (sq.ft.)    Coll.        '76/77  '76/77 

Sunset  Branch  (Cluster    1913        30,000     5,334  23,053       1,790  153,669 

1305  -  10th  Ave.  Head) 

566-4552 

A.  Schofield,  Br.  Libn. 
Muni  N,#20,72 


Total  District  11 


30,000  5,334 


20,053       1,790  150,669 


